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GENERAL INFORMATION 


The Northwest Territories covers an area of 1,304,903 square miles, which represents almost 35 percent 
of the total area of Canada. Its size is hard to imagine by looking at a map, but from west to east it 
measures 2,000 miles. A line from Fort Smith in the southern Mackenzie District, to the North Pole 
measures another 2,000 miles. The provinces of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island fit comfortably within this land mass. 


The tree line divides the land roughly into the Arctic and Subarctic geographic zones. Generally 
speaking, the summers provide the only climatic difference in the two regions. South of the tree line, the 
overall summer temperatures are in the 60’s (15 degrees Celsius), although for short periods of time 
temperatures of 70 degrees (21 degrees Celsius) and 80 degrees (27 degrees Celsius) are not 
uncommon. North of the tree line temperatures are usually in the low 50 range (10 degrees Celsius), but 
do go higher. In the winter it is a land of harsh climate. In both regions the winters are long and cold. 
Temperatures have been recorded to -70 degrees (-57 degrees Celsius). 
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THE PEOPLE 


The Dene, Metis, Inuit and Euro-Canadians form the population of the Northwest Territories. In a 
population exceeding 40,000 people, 66% are Native born. Of this 66%, approximately one-half are 
Eskimo and the other half are Status and Non-Status Dene and Metis. Contrast these figures with the 
rest of Canada, where Indian and Inuit make up only 1% of the total population. 


The remaining one-third of the Territorial population consists of Euro-Canadians, who first penetrated the 
area of the Northwest Territories in the eighteenth century in search of furs. Until the twentieth century, 
Native contact with the Western world was primarily through the agents of the fur trade and the Anglican 
and Roman Catholic Churches. By around 1940, a dramatic increase in the number of Euro-Canadians in 
the North occurred, as extractive industries began to take precedence over fur trapping as the major 
source of revenue. In addition, governmental services and agencies concerned with the health, education 
and welfare of the Northern Natives were instituted, and continue today throughout the North. 


The ancestors of both the Dene and Metis lived in Eurasia and entered North America through Alaska. 
The time period for this event is still much debated, but it is reasonable to assume that it happened at 
least 40,000 years ago, when the North American and Asian continents were connected by a landbridge. 
The Dene of the Northwest Territories speak various dialects of Athapaskan and include Chipewyan, the 
Slave, the Dogrib, the Hare, the now extinct Yellowknife, and the Loucheux (Kutchin). 


The Inuit came later to North America, but the available evidence also points to an Old World origin for 
this people. Inuit and the Dene differ dramatically in culture and language, as well as physical 
appearance. The conditions along the Arctic coast and on the barren grounds are very different from 
those of the bush. 


The Dene have lived within the northern forests and their whole culture is adapted to these living 
conditions. With the exception of the Slave, however, they may be described as “edge of the woods” 
people, meaning they were and are heavily dependent upon the adjacent barrenlands for caribou. The 
pattern of life among many of these northern Indians remains semi-nomadic, with hunting and fishing as 
major sources of food and trapping as a major source of income. There is seasonal movement from the 
communities to summer and autumn fish camps and winter and spring trapping grounds. 


The Inuit, on the other hand, are adapted to life on the north coast of the North American mainland, 
Hudson Bay, and the shores of the islands in the Arctic Archipelago. These people learned to hunt sea 
mammals, including the seal and the whale, and these techniques provided winter food and fuel which 
allowed them to winter in this Arctic tundra. A significant portion of their subsistence, like that of the Dene 
and Metis, still comes from the land and the water. 


The Metis are a most interesting aspect of the culture history of the Northwest Territories, as they 
represent a blending of the Euro-Canadians and the indigenous Indian people. They have played a major 
role in post-contact events in the Territories, acting as guides, hunters, interpreters, traders, boatmen 
and so forth. As representatives of the interface of culture contact, the Metis are unique in their 
contribution to the genesis of the Northwest Territories. 


THE TERRITORIAL CENTRAL MUSEUM 
INTRODUCTION 


The Territorial Central Museum and Historic Programs form a division within the Department of Natural 
and Cultural Affairs, Government of the Northwest Territories. 


The Department of Natural and Cultural Affairs was established early in 1975 as part of a general 
reorganization of the government administration. Functions relating primarily to the culture and traditional 
way Of life of Northern people were brought together in the department. Included are the operation of a 
fish and wildlife program, recreation, public libraries services and a museum and historical program. 

The purpose of the department is to assist all Territorial residents in the pursuit of their culture, traditions, 
life styles and skills, in keeping with their abilities and personal aspirations. 

PROGRAM AND OBJECTIVES 

The Territorial Museum Program was initiated as a result of general concern in the North over the loss, 
during resource exploration and general development activities, of prehistoric and historic artifacts. As a 
result, a Territorial Museum Policy was developed and approved by the Territorial Council in 1972. 


The museum program as envisaged by the Government of the Northwest Territories includes several 
major objectives. These are: 


1) to collect, preserve, study and exhibit artifacts, specimens, collections and other relevant materials 
pertaining to the cultural and natural record of the Northwest Territories; 


2) to provide storage and conservation facilities for those materials pertaining to the cultural and natural 
record of the Northwest Territories; 


3) to develop education/extension services for both the community of Yellowknife and all communities 
throughout the Northwest Territories; 


4) to administer a program of grants to community museums; 
5) to further proper research endeavours in the areas of museum concern; 


6) to prevent the destruction of archaeological sites, both prehistoric and historic, by identifying, studying 
and designating these sites; 


7) to implement a program for the collecting, processing and storage of archival materials pertaining to 
the Northwest Territories. 


To accomplish these objectives a Central Museum facility was conceived and construction started in 
1974. Our present plan, subject to construction schedules, is to open the museum by the fall of 1978. 


THE BUILDING 
Site 


The museum is situated in a park-like setting typical of the Canadian Shield with a lake on two sides and 
rock outcroppings covered with birch, spruce and moss. The top of the rock outcroppings provide a 360 
degree view of the surrounding natural landscape and the City of Yellowknife. The site over the years has 
developed natural pathways from pedestrians and nearby school children exploring the park-like setting, 
the nearby lagoon and the view from the top of the rocks. 


Concept 


It is from this summer path system that the concept of the museum was formed. The natural entrance 
between the rock outcroppings and the pathways up the low slope faces of the rocks have been 
developed into the circulation paths for the museum. 


This “indoor street’ makes the transition from the natural outdoor areas to the indoor spaces and 
provides orientation space to prepare the visitor for the adjoining exhibitions. It supplies a clear 
understanding of where the visitor is at all times and through views to the exterior it provides relief from 
sensory overload for staff and visitors alike. 

The museum then is simply an extension of a natural pathway that provides open accessible meeting 
and communication spaces for the people of the North. It starts as a simple pathway easily accessible, 
grows into a regional street and taps a global communications network. 

DESCRIPTION OF MECHANICAL SYSTEMS 

General 

Systems of heating, ventilation and humidification will be installed in the museum building. Provisions for 


the addition of refrigerated cooling equipment have also been considered to achieve total air-conditioning 
in the future. 


Heating 


1. The heating medium is hot water which is produced by oil fired cast iron packaged boilers installed in 
the boiler room. 


2. Through a two pipe reverse return piping system hot water is conveyed to radiation located below all 
glazing on exterior exposures and to reheat heating coils installed in the ventilation system. 


3. Allentrances have force flow heaters thermostatically controlled. 


4. Specific rooms or zones have thermostatically controlled radiation or reheat coils to regulate heating 
output. 
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View from Mezzanine — Architect’s drawing of the interior. 
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Ventilation and Humidification 

A built-up ventilation unit capable of supplying 100% outside air and providing a minimum of six (6) air 
changes per hour throughout the building will be installed. The components of this system which will 
deliver filtered, tempered and humidified air include: 

1. outside air intake 

2. return air fan 

3. bag type filters 

4. aglycol heating coil 

5. a packaged air washer to provide humidification 

6. supply air fan 


7. space for future cooling coil. 


A system of low velocity ductwork distributes air to all areas of the building and discharges air through 
ceiling diffusers or grilles. 


The system is designed to provide fresh air requirements, provide adequate humidity control, and deliver 
tempered and filtered air to satisfy recommended air exchange rates on a year round basis. 


STAFF 


The 1977-78 Central Museum staff consists of a Director, a Secretary/Bookkeeper, a Curator of 
Collections, a Curator of Exhibits and a Museum Technician. 


Two additional positions will be available in 1978-79 for a Territorial Archivist and a Curator of 
Education/Extension services. 


COLLECTIONS 

The present collections are small by museum standards, but they are undergoing rapid growth. They 
include archaeological, ethnological, historical, geological, botanical and zoological specimens of 
Northern origin and significance. In addition, an impressive collection of Northern artis being developed. 


Our collections are regional in nature, devoted primarily to the Canadian North. 


PRESENT ACTIVITIES 


The museum building is scheduled for completion in the spring of 1978. In the meantime, the museum 
staff has moved into the first phase of the unfinished building and is concentrating on the development of 
the curatorial and exhibition programs in preparation for the museum opening in the fall of 1978. 


The Territorial Museum Program objectives discussed previously will require many years to fully 
develop. The education/extension service is one of the programs which has been slated for future 
development, once the Central Museum is fully organized and established. 


FUTURE ACTIVITIES 


Future education/extension activities to be undertaken by the Central Museum include: 


1. 


Serving as a consulting agency for the development of community or regional museums and 
Territorial Exhibit Centres. 


. Providing training for representatives of community or regional museums. 
. Coordinating incoming and outgoing exhibit and collection loans. 


. Facilitating communication between community museums, museum _ associations and 


museum-related organizations both within and outside the Northwest Territories. 


. Developing and testing various educational and exhibition projects for possible use throughout the 


Territories. 


. Promoting community participation in the museum by initiating and encouraging such activities as 


evening classes, special-interest groups, film series, talks of general interest and so forth. 


HISTORIC PROGRAMS 


The Coordinator of Historic Programs, located in an office in the Central Museum building, works closely 
with the Museum Director in the management of the Territorial Museum Program by administering the 
N.W.T. Archaeological Regulations, operating the program of grants to community museums, 
coordinating travelling exhibits from outside the N.W.T., and developing a Territorial Archives service. 


In addition to these duties, the Coordinator of Historic Programs serves as the Secretariat of the 
Northwest Territories Heritage Council, researches information for the Canadian Permanent Committee 
on Place Names and undertakes the plaquing of historical sites. 


For information on historical programs, contact The Co-ordinator of Historic Programs, Government of 
the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T. XOE 1HO 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
TERRITORIAL MUSEUM PROGRAM, PLEASE CONTACT: 


The Director, 

Territorial Central Museum, 

Department of Natural and Cultural Affairs, 
Government of the Northwest Territories, 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 

Canada X1A 2L9 


Telephone: (403) 873-7551 
Telex: 037-5528 
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